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Michelle Connolly

Defending primary and old 

growth forests in northern BC
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What we’re about

Threats to primary and old growth forest

Contending with misinformation
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Primary forest is forest that has never been industrially logged. 

Old growth is primary forest but not all primary forest is old growth.



1. Primary forests should be left alone

2. Industrial forestry should be restricted to areas 

already converted
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Photo taken near the Cut-Off Forest Service Road, 

45 min east of PG. Sean O’Rourke
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Quesnel
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Prince George

From Coxson, D., Goward, T., & Werner, J. R. (2019).
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Taylor Roades photo



Inland rainforest
Boreal rainforest Photo by Taylor Roades
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Artificial forest.
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Peace
Humility
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Defoliated by the western hemlock looper 20 yrs ago
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Spruce beetle Fire
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Recommendation #2 is to 

prioritize “Ecosystem health” 

(page 49).

The term “ecosystem health” is 

used 22 times .

It is defined nowhere.

What does it mean?



“Forest health”

Forestry reacts to an “unhealthy” 

forest - one that has a natural 

disturbance - by prescribing 

logging. 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/ag
ricultural-and-biological-sciences/forest-

health

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/forest-health
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Page 51:

“...there may be some management 

activities….to maintain ecosystem 

health and manage risk from fire, 

disease or insects.”

“we have forests that are protected 

for ecosystem biodiversity reasons 

but are promoting landscape 

ecosystem health problems because 

of our no-touch policy.”



There is no evidence that you can log your way 

out of an insect outbreak.



“…salvaging damaged forests….to 

return the area to healthy, productive 

forest cover.”

“...biomass plays a critical role in 

helping local communities and the 

forest industry respond to natural 

disasters.”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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Area logged by Pinnacle pellet company (approx. 2017)



From

https://www.canadianbiomas

smagazine.ca/diane-nicholls-

pellets-a-good-news-story-

for-bcs-forests/
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“There’s additional wood out 

there that we don’t currently 

utilize. That’s where the 

opportunity is for the 

bioeconomy. The only way to 

access that wood is through a 

concerted effort on changing 

how we harvest and pull it in 

from the woods.”

Chief Forester Diane Nicholls, 

June 25, 2020
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“Low-value”

“Damaged”

“Waste”
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”



“Low carbon”? 

“Clean energy”?

“Green energy”?
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”Hemlock supplemental forest license A93518”
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This isn’t about doing right by the climate. 

It’s about finding new ways to revive a dying sector.
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“Natural resource management has been an effort to 

create order and predictability out of complex natural 

systems for short-term economic benefit.”

Command and Control and the Pathology of Natural 

Resource Management, C.S. Holling



Area adjacent to the pellet license
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The threat to BC’s last primary forests is intensifying.
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To date there is no real long-term protection of the 

most at risk old growth in BC.



Forestry should be restricted to areas already converted

Primary forests should be left alone

No such thing as ‘sustainable’ logging of primary forest anymore 
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Join us!

Add yourself to our email list at www.conservationnorth.org

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter + Instagram

Email info@conservationnorth.org


